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(57) ABSTRACT 

A skill mapping method and apparatus is used in connection 
with a game of skill including a plurality of predetermined 
measurable feaUires and played by a plurality of players. The 
method includes selecting at least one of the predetermined 
measurable features; measuring each player's performance 
in the selected predetermined measurable features; compar- 
ing each player's performance with a standard; and mapping 
each player to a respective skill level based on each player's 
performance relative to the standard. 
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SKILL MAPPING METHOD AND 
APPARATUS 

HELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to games of skill 
and, nnore particularly, to a method and apparatus for map- 
ping a player of a game to a certain skill level based on the 
player's performance in predetermined measurable features 
of the game. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In sports such as bowling and golf, a handicapping system 
may be used to allow for equitable competition between 
players with widely varying abilities. The handicapping 
system typically assigns a handicap to a player based on the 
player's overall score in prior games. The poorer the play- 
er's score in the prior games, the greater the handicap. A 
drawback of such a handicapping system is that it faciUtates 
cheating. For example, in a tournament that uses a player's 
overall score in earlier games to place the player in a 
particular skill bracket for the tournament, a highly skilled 
player could deliberately perform poorly in the earlier games 
so that the player is assigned to a lower skill bracket. In the 
tournament, the highly skilled player can then easily defeat 
his or her lesser skilled opponents who truly belong in the 
lower skill bracket. The present invention overcomes this 
drawback of typical handicapping systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A skill mapping method comprises providing a game of 
skill including a plurality of predetermined measurable 
features, the game being played by a plurality of players; 
measuring a performance of each player in at least one of the 
predetermined measurable features; mapping each player to 
a respective skill level based on the player's performance in 
the at least one of the predetermined measurable features. 

A skill mapping apparatus comprises means for executing 
a game of skill including a plurality of predetermined 
measurable features, the game being played by a plurality of 
players; means for measuring a performance of each player 
in one of the predetermined measurable features; means for 
mapping each player to a respective skill level based on the 
player's performance in the one of the predetermined mea- 
surable features. 

In one embodiment, the respective skill level to which 
each player is mapped is used to place each player in one of 
any number of skill brackets. For example, a system might 
include three levels such as beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced. Also, each player's skill level is optionally used 
to calculate a respective handicap value for modifying the 
player's actual score in the same or subsequent games. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other advantages of the invention will 
become apparent upon reading the following detailed 
description and upon reference to the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a control system suitable for 
operating a game of skill on an amusement machine; and 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a skill mapping method 
embodying the present invention. 

While the invention is susceptible to various modifica- 
tions and alternative forms, specific embodiments have been 
shown by way of example in the drawings and will be 
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described in detail herein. However, it should be understood 
that the invention is not intended to be limited to the 
particular forms disclosed. Rather, the invention is to cover 
all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within 
5 the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS 

Turning now to the drawings and referring initially to 
FIG. 1, there is depicted a control system 10 suitable for 
operating a game of skill on an amusement machine. The 
game of skill may, for example, involve simulated driving, 
simulated sports, simulated fighting, trivia, strategy, pinball, 
or other type of entertainment and is optionally played on a 
video display. The amusement machine may be adapted for 
use in the home or an arcade. A tournament may be run on 
the amusement machine itself or on a plurality of such 
amusement machines electrically interlinked for tournament 
play. In the case of interlinked amusement machines, the 
amusement machines may be located on a local area net- 
work at one site or on a wide area network such as the 
Internet at multiple sites. To facilitate equitable competition 
in such a tournament between players of varying abilities 
and, at the same time, minimize cheating, tournament play- 

25 ers are mapped "on the fly " to certain skill levels according 
to the present invention. 

In the control system 10 of FIG. 1, coin/credit detector 12 
signals the amusement machine's central processing unit 
(CPU) 14 when a player has inserted a number of coins or 

3Q played a number of credits. Then, the CPU 14 executes a 
game program stored in a system memory 20, thereby 
causing a visual display 16 to depict a game of skill 
responsive to player inputs via controls 18. The display 16 
is preferably a video display such as a dot matrix, CRT, 

35 LED, LCD, or electro-luminescent display. Using the input 
controls 18, the player can start the game and manipulate 
game play elements on the video display. The game play 
elements may, for example, be a vehicle in a simulated 
driving game, a character and ball in a simulated sports 

^ game, a character in a simulated fighting game, answer 
choices in a multiple-choice trivia game, or selectable ele- 
ments (e.g., cards, tiles, or other objects) in a strategy game. 
The input controls 18 vary depending upon the nature of the 
game of skill, but typically include one or more of the 

^5 following: push-buttons, joystick, trackball, steering wheel/ 
handle bars, brake, clutch, gear shifter, and a touch screen 
affixed to the display. 

The system memory 20 stores control software, opera- 
tional instructions, and data associated with the amusement 

50 machine. The system memory 20 may, for example, include 
read-only memory (ROM) and/or random-access memory 
(RAM). It will be appreciated, however, that the system 
memory 20 may be implemented on any of several alterna- 
tive types of memory structures or may be implemented on 

55 a single memory structure. 

The game of skill executed on the amusement machine 
includes a plurality of predetermined measurable features. 
The predetermined measurable features are selected such 
that players will perform differently in the same measurable 

60 feature as a result of differences in skill. Higher skilled 
players will generally perform better than lesser skilled 
players in the same measurable feature. The number and 
nature of possible measurable features depends upon the 
particular game of skill executed on the amusement 

65 machine. 

In a typical driving video game, the player uses the input 
controls 18 to control a simulated vehicle on the display 16 
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in a race against lime or other simUar simulated vehicles CPU is on offense and the player is on defense, the player's 

controlled by the CPU and/or other human players. The objective is to limit the CPU to scoring as few points as 

simulated vehicle may, for example, be a racing car, possible. A basketball game of the "shootout" type may 

motorcycle, boat, or snowmobile, and the race is typically include such predetermined measurable features as selection 

run on a closed-circuit or open-road track. A driving game 5 of simulated basketball player from a selection menu, shot 

of the aforementioned type may include such predetermined selection, success on a shot from one particular spot on the 

measurable features as choice of vehicle from a selection court,numberof points scored when the player is on offense, 

menu, use of the vehicle's brake, use of the vehicle's clutch, number of points allowed when the player is on defense, 

number of times the vehicle hits a wall of the track, number amount of time between shots, number of blocked shots 

of times the vehicle crashes, the use of shortcuts, the allowed when the player is on offense, and number of 

vehicle's speed at the entrance of a particular comer or turn blocked shots achieved when the player is on defense, 
of the track, the vehicle's speed at the exit of a particular In a golf video game entitled "Skins Game," the player 

corner or turn of the track, and the time to complete certain uses the input controls 18 to control a simulated golfer, 

sections of the track. including the golfer's club selection and shots, on the 

In a baseball video game, the player uses the input 15 display 16. This golf game allows players to perform spec- 
controls 18 to swing the bat of a simulated baseball player tacular golf shots like 500 yard drives, power putts and 
(i.e., slugger) on the display 16. In a preferred baseball game books and fades that defy the laws of physics and gravity, 
for implementing the present invention, the baseball game is The game may be played in either a competitive mode or an 
set up as a "home run derby" in which the player attempts "extreme" mode. In the "extreme" mode, players use spin 
to hit as many home runs as possible in a predetermined 20 and directional buttons of the input controls 18 to control the 
number of pitches or outs. A baseball game of the "home run flight of a golf ball in mid-air in an effort to dodge hazards 
derby" type may include such predetermined measurable and glide the ball into a feather-soft landing on the putting 
features as choice of slugger firom a selection menu that may surface surrounding a pin (i.e., the "green"). A golf game of 
be updated weekly with various statistics, timing and the aforementioned type may include such predetermined 
reflexes to hit (e.g., how close to a perfect swing of the bat), 25 measurable features as the distance from the golf ball to the 
positioning of the slugger in the batter*s box, choice of when pin after a shot (any shot), distance from the golf ball to the 
to use one of a limited number of energy boosts that can center of a fairway after a shot, type of landing (controllable 
improve the slugger's chances of hitting a home run, number by the input controls 18), club selection (does club selected 
of home runs, total distance of all home runs, total distance by the player give a better result than the club suggested by 
of all hits, player's selection of stadium forming the setting 30 the game?), time to shoot, landing on the green, use of slopes 
of the home run derby, and swing timing to direct ball on the green (i.e., placement of shot and handling during 
(center field, left field, or right field). putting), use of "extreme" spin and directional buttons to 

In an American football video game, the player uses the add distance and control placement of the golf ball, distance 

input controls 18 to control a simulated football player, e.g., obtained from a golf shot compared to the maximum dis- 

quarterback, runningbacks, receivers, or a defensive player, 35 tance for a club used to make the shot, use of book or slide 

on the display 16. In a preferred football game for imple- to increase distance on golf shots, amount of movement of 

menting the present invention, the football game is set up as ball before achieving a good score (both very low movement 

a "touchdown frenzy" in which the football is placed at the and very high movement arc good — one is most direct route 

opponent's 20 yard hnc (i.e., 20 yards from the end zone that and other makes up for mistakes), handling of wind, use of 

the player or CPU is attempting to reach) and the player or 40 a "power" shot — both the selection of when to use and the 

CPU attempts to score as many points as possible in a advantage gained from use, and use of putting "assistants" 

predetermined amount of time or number of plays. When the in the form of video aids that appear for a certain amount of 

player is on offense and the CPU is on defense, the player's time during putts. 

objective is to score as many points as possible. When the In a trivia game, the player uses the input controls 18 to 

CPU is on offense and the player is on defense, the player's 45 answer a predetermined number of multiple-choice trivia 

objective is to limit the CPU to scoring as few points as questions on the display 16 as quickly as possible. The trivia 

possible. A football game of the "touchdown frenzy" type game may include such predetermined measurable features 

may include such predetermined measurable features as as time it takes to answer certain trivia questions, number of 

number of points scored when the player is on offense, trivia questions answered correctly, number of trivia ques- 

number of points allowed when the player is on defense, 50 tions answered incorrectly, overall time to finish answering 

average yards per play achieved when the player is on all trivia questions, type of answers given (e.g., was it the 

offense, average yards per play allowed when the player is "best" wrong answer or the "idiots only" wrong answer?), 

on defense, average time per play, choice of team from a and average time to answer all of the trivia questions or a 

selection menu, how the player uses or reacts to simulated subset of questions. 

wind conditions, success on one particular play, and how 55 In a strategy game entitled "Makhi," a large number of 

many sacks when the player is on defease. Other sports like tiles having different colors are arranged in a rectangular 

soccer may be set up in a similar maimer as American grid. One of four or five different colors is applied to each 

football. tile. Using the input controls 18, the player selects groups of 

In a basketball video game, the player uses the input two or more tiles of the same color that are touching either 

controls 18 to control a simulated basketball player on the 60 horizontally or vertically to remove them firom the grid. The 

display 16. In a preferred basketball game for implementing greater the nmnber of tiles that are removed for each 

the present invention, the basketball game is set up as a selection, the greater the score. The "Makhi" game may 

"shootout" in which the player or CPU has one minute to include such predetermined measurable features as largest 

shoot and make as many baskets as possible from different score achieved on one move, score after a certain time 

predetermined spots on the basketball court. When the 65 segment (e.g., after 10 seconds, then 20 seconds, etc.), score 

player is on offense and the CPU is on defense, the player's obtained during a particular time segment (e.g., between 15 

objective is to score as many points as possible. When the and 25 seconds), attempts to move tiles around to create a 
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bigger single score (smaller combinations of tiles lead to 
bigger combinations), percentage of grid cleared of tiles, the 
total time it takes to go as far as possible on the grid, and the 
average time it takes to make a selection. 

In a strategy game entitled "Crystal Balls," the display 16 5 
depicts a plurality of columns (vertical pockets) for receiv- 
ing balls dropped into the columns from a top of the display 
16. Each ball is assigned a color and a number. The player 
uses the input controls 18 to move a ball to a top of one of 
the columns and release the ball so that it drops into that 
column. The objective is to score points by matching three 
or more balls of the same color or number horizcntally, 
vertically, or diagonally. The "Crystal Balls" game may 
include such predetermined measurable features as use of 
colors for scoring, use of numbers for scoring, use of 
diagonal lines for scoring, set up of balls to obtain combi- 
nation of straight line scoring and diagonal scoring at the 
same time, speed selection of placement is made, score after 
certain time segments, and the number of times the game 
fills in rows automatically (scoring increases for every score 
when rows are filled in), 20 

In a strategy game entitled "Three Peaks," the display 16 
initially depicts playing cards arranged in three pyramids or 
"peaks." The playing cards of each pyramid are initially face 
up, while the remaining cards are initially face down. Using 
the input controls 18, the player turns a first card in a 25 
displayed deck of cards face up and can select and remove 
any one card with an adjacent number off the pyramids. The 
card removed from the pyramid becomes the deck card, 
allowing new selections and removals to be made relative to 
that card. When a card is removed from the pyramids such 3Q 
that another card is exposed, that exposed card is turned face 
up. When the player cannot remove another card from the 
pyramids based on the current card from the deck, the player 
takes a new card off the deck. The objective is to remove the 
cards from all three pyramids. As an example, ff the deck 35 
card is a "3", the player can select a "2" or "4" (if face up) 
from the pyramids. If a "4" is selected, the "4" becomes the 
deck card and the player can then select a "3" or "5" (if face 
up) without taking a new deck card. The more cards in 
succession that are selected and removed from the pyramids 
without drawing a new deck card, the higher the number of 
points for that card. In one mechanism, the first card is worth 
one point, the second card is worth two points, the third card 
is worth three points, and so on. Points may also be 
increased in other geometric sequences. The "Three Peaks" 45 
game may include such predetermined measurable features 
as score at certain time segments, number of turns it takes to 
clear the first, second and third pyramids, longest sequential 
run of card removals, time to take first move, and time to 
take any particular move. 5q 

The foregoing game descriptions provide examples of 
how the present invention can be applied to variotis types of 
games. The present invention is applicable to all skill-based 
games. 

In accordance with the present invention, FIG. 2 illus- 55 
trates a skill mapping method used in connection with the 
game of skill and its plurality of predetermined measurable 
features. The skill mapping method may be performed by 
the amusement machine's CPU 14 if the tournament is 
implemented on only one amusement machine. If, however, 60 
the tournament is implemented on a plurality of interlinked 
amusement machines at one or more tournament sites, some 
of the steps of the ^ill mapping method may also be 
performed by a centralized tournament CPU 22 (see FIG. 1) 
coupled to the machine's CPU 14. 55 

According to the skill mapping method, a game of skill 
with multiple predetermined measurable features is first 



provided at step 24. Examples of games of skill and asso- 
ciated possible measurable features are discussed above. 
Second, the CPU selects one or more of the measurable 
features to measure at step 26. This selection may be random 
or may be predetermined depending upon the tournament or 
toumament round. Prior to playing the game, the players in 
the toumament are not informed of the selected measurable 
features so that the players will not deliberately perform in 
a certain way in the selected features in an attempt to be 
mapped to a certain skill level. Third, the CPU collects 
appropriate data to measure each player's performance in 
the selected measurable features at step 28. 

Fourth, the CPU compares each player's performance 
data with either predetermined standards/ranges/thresbolds 
or other players* performance data at step 30. If compared 
with predetermined standards, the CPU may for example 
determine whether the performance data fits within a first 
range applicable to beginners, a second range applicable to 
intermediate players, or a third range applicable to advanced 
(expert) players. Of course, the number of ranges for defin- 
ing skill levels is not limited to three but rather can be varied. 
If each player's performance data is compared with other 
players' performance data, the CPU may for example 
develop customized standards/ranges/thresholds based on 
the performance data from all players. 

Fifth, the CPU maps each player to an appropriate skill 
level based on each player's performance in the selected 
measurable features at step 32. This skill mapping may be 
effective for the same toumament round and game in which 
the player's skill level is determined, or may only be 
effective for subsequent rounds of the tournament if the 
initial round is use primarily for skill mapping. In one 
embodiment, the respective skill level to which each player 
is mapped is used to place each player in a skill bracket such 
as beginner, intermediate, or advanced. Also, each player's 
skill level is optionally used to calculate a respective handi- 
cap value for modifying the player's actual score in the same 
or subsequent rounds of the same or a different tournament. 
If the skill mapping is based on more than one measurable 
feature, i.e., the CPU selects multiple measurable features at 
step 26, the CPU appropriately weighs a player's perfor- 
mance in each selected feature when determining the appro- 
priate skill level to which the player should be mapped. For 
example, if the player performs at a beginner's level in one 
selected feature but performs at an advanced level in another 
selected feature, the player may be placed in an intermediate 
skill bracket 

Sixth, in a round of the toumament in which the skill 
mapping is effective, to determine the outcome of this 
toumament round the CPU compares each player's overall 
score with the scores of other players mapped to the same 
skill level at step 34. In the embodiment where players are 
placed in skill brackets, the overall scores of players in the 
same skill bracket are compared to each other to determine 
a winner. If each player's skill level is used to calculate a 
respective handicap value for modifying the player's actual 
score, the skill brackets are optional and the modified scores 
of the toumament players may be compared to each other to 
determine a winner. 

The above -described skill mapping method facilitates the 
use of an "instant win" feature in which a player instantly 
wins a prize, such as cash, for achieving a predetermined 
scoring threshold. Without the skill mapping method, an 
operator would be inclined to set the scoring threshold at a 
very high level such that only advanced players would have 
an opportunity to achieve an instant win. With the skill 
mapping method, however, the operator can set different 
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scoring thresholds for the respective skill levels such that 
beginners must achieve a low scoring threshold, intermedi- 
ate players must achieve a medium scoring threshold, and 
advanced players must achieve a high scoring threshold for 
an instant win. Because players of all skill levels would have 5 
an opportunity to achieve an instant win, such players are 
more likely to be attracted to the amusement machine. 

While the present invention has been described with 
reference to one or more particular embodiments, those 
skilled in the art will recognize that many changes may be 
made thereto without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. Each of these embodiments and 
obvious variations thereof is contemplated as falling within 
the spirit and scope of the claimed invention, which is set 
forth in the following claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A skill mapping method comprises: 

providing a game of skill including a plurality of prede- 
termined measurable features^ the game being played 
by a plurality of players; 20 

selecting at least one selected predetermined measurable 
feature from said plurality of predetermined measur- 
able features without informing said players which of 
said plurality of predeterined measurable features has 
been selected; 25 

measuring a performance of each player in at least one of 
the predetermined measurable features; and 

mapping each player to a respective skill level based on 
the player's performance in at least one of the selected 
predetermined measurable features. 30 

2. The method of claim 1, further including placing each 
player in a skill bracket based on the respective skill level to 
which each player is mapped. 

3. The method of claim 1, further including calculating a 
respective handicap value for modifying each player's actual 35 
score in that same game or subsequent games based on the 
respective skill level to which each player is mapped. 

4. The method of claim 1, further including comparing 
each player's performance with predetermined standards to 
determine the respective skill level to which each player is 40 
subsequently mapped. 

5. The method of claim 1, further including comparing 
each player's performance with the performance of other 
players to determine the respective skill level to which each 
player is subsequently mapped. 45 

6. The method of claim 1, further including comparing 
each player's overall game score with the scores of other 
players mapped to a same skill level. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the game of skill is 
played in multiple rounds of a tournament, the step of 50 
comparing each player's overall game score with the scores 
of other players mapped to a same skill level being per- 
formed in the same round of the tournament as the step of 
mapping each player to a respective skill level. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the game of skill is 55 
played in multiple rounds of a tournament, the step of 
comparing each player's overall game score with the scores 
of other players mapped to a same skill level being per- 
formed in a later round of the tournament than the step of 
mapping each player to a respective skill level. 60 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of mapping 
each player to a respective skill level separates the plurality 
of players into groups with respective skill levels. 

10. The method of claim 1, further including awarding 
one or more instant prizes to a player at each skill level for 65 
achieving a predetermined scoring threshold in the game of 
skiU. 



11. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of measuring 
a performance of each player in at least one of the selected 
predetermined measurable feanires includes measuring the 
performance of each player in multiple selected predeter- 
mined measurable features. 

12. A skill mapping method comprising: 

providing a game of skill including a plurality of prede- 
termined measurable features, the game being played 
by a plurality of players; 

selecting at least one selected predetermined measurable 
feature from said plurality of predetermined measur- 
able features without informing said players which of 
said plurality of predetermined measurable features has 
been selected; 

measuring each player's performance in the at least one 
selected predetermined measurable feature; 

comparing each player's performance with a predeter- 
mined standard; and 

mapping each player to a respective skill level based on 
each player's performance relative to the predeter- 
mined standard. 

13. The method of claim 12, further including placing 
each player in a skill bracket based on the respective skill 
level to which each player is mapped. 

14. The method of claim 12, further including calculating 
a respective handicap value for modifying each player's 
actual score in that same game or subsequent games based 
on the respective skill level to which each player is mapped. 

15. The method of claim 12, further including comparing 
each player's overall game score with the scores of other 
players mapped to a same skill level. 

16. The method of claim 12, further inchiding awarding 
one or more instant prizes to a player at each skill level for 
achieving a predetermined scoring threshold in the game of 
skill. 

17. A skill mapping apparatus, comprising 

means for providing a game of skill including a plurality 
of predetermined measurable features, the game being 
played by a plurality of players; 

means for selecting one or more selected predetermined 
measurable features from said plurality of predeter- 
mined measurable features without informing said 
players which of said predetermined measurable fea- 
mres has been selected; 

means for measuring a performance of each player in at 
least one of the prcdetenmincd measurable features; and 

means for mapping each player to a respective skill level 
based on the player's performance in the one of the 
predetermined measurable features. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
placing each player in a skill bracket based on the respective 
skill level to which each player is mapped. 

19. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
calculating a respective handicap value for modifying each 
player's actual score in that same game or subsequent games 
based on the respective skill level to which each player is 
mapped. 

20. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
comparing each player's performance with predetermined 
standards to determine the respective skill level to which 
each player is subsequently mapped. 

21. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
comparing each player's performance with the performance 
of other players to determine the respective ^11 level to 
which each player is subsequently mapped. 
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22. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
comparing each player's overall game score with the scores 
of other players mapped to a same skUl level. 

23. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the means for 
mapping each player to a respective skill level separates the 5 
plurality of players into groups with respective s^l levels. 

24. The apparatus of claim 17, further including means for 
awarding one or more instant prizes to a player at each skill 
level for achieving a predetermined scoring threshold in the 
game of skill. lO 

25. A skill mapping method, comprising: 

providing a game of skill including a plurality of prede- 
termined measurable feanires, the game being played 
by a plurality of players; 

selecting at least one selected predetermined measurable 
feature from said plurality of predetermined measur- 
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able features without informing said players which of 
said predetermined measurable features has been 
selected; 

measuring each player's performance in said at least one 
selected predetermined measurable feature, said at least 
one selected predetermined measurable feamre having 
a predetermined standard associated therewith; 

mapping each player to a respective skill level based on 
each player's performance relative to the predeter- 
mined standard; and 

calculating a respective handicap value for modifying 
each player's actual score in that same game or sub- 
sequent games based od the respective skill level to 
which each player is mapped. 
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